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FEBRUARY 2022 NEWSLETTER
Principal’s Ippolito’s Message
One week into Semester Two - here we go! For our Junior (Gr. 9 & 10) students, this is a unique first experience with the regular semester model. Our Grade 11 cohort experienced one semester back in Grade 9 and part of the second semester prior to our first lockdown in March 2020.  As a school staff, we realize that there have been some jitters and anxiety for our students prior to the Semester Two start-up, but I'm pleased to report that in true Sabre fashion, our students have risen to the challenge and are settling in quite well! That said, should challenges arise, students are always welcome to come and see Mr. Malcolm and me, our Student Services team, or any other staff in the building to work through how to manage a “proper” four-courses-per-day semester in order to be successful.  
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From Vice-Principal Malcolm’s Desk…

Semester 2 is off to a great start! 
Please take note of our new bell times for Semester 2:

Warning Music/Announcements 8:50am to 9:00am
Period 1 - 9:00am to 10:15am
Period 2 - 10:20am to 11:35am
Lunch 11:35am to 12:15pm
Period 3 - 12:15pm to 1:30pm
Period 4 - 1:35pm to 2:50pm

Please be on time for your classes. We want to maximize your time in class with teachers and avoid any unnecessary interruptions.

All the best for an enjoyable Semester 2, Sabres!  Reach out to me or other SCS staff at any time. ~ Mr. Malcolm
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Sports & Clubs
We are very happy to report that school sports and extracurricular activities are back on!  We encourage all Sabres to get involved in one or more of the non-academic opportunities available at our school.  There is so much to choose from – various sports, Students’ Council, Indigenous Club & Diversity Club (both open to all), and more.  For those unaware, students may establish new school clubs, too, by asking a teacher to be “club advisor” and helping them find a location within the school for members to meet.
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Students’ Council Update
For February’s Black History Month, our “morning music” includes songs reflecting contributions made to our society/culture by black artists of the past and present.
Roses will be delivered to recipients on Monday, for Valentine’s Day.  Sweet!
“Sabre Folk” spirit wear (designed by SCS grad Eric Pond) is once again available for purchase – only through February!  Please go to ericponddesigns.com/shop to place an order and request direct-to-home delivery. 








Future Grade 9 Parents/Students Information Night 2022
On Wednesday, January 19th, Grade 8 students and parents from our elementary “feeder schools” were invited to join SCS staff for a Virtual SCS Information Night. That evening, each school department met online with families to share program offerings and answer questions.  
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The following week, on Wednesday, January 26, 2022, these same families were invited into our school for a guided tour (pre-booked in accordance with H-N Health Unit guidelines). Student tour leaders and numerous staff led families throughout SCS to familiarize themselves with our Science labs, gymnasium, skilled trades shops, Foods room, computer labs, Music room, and many more traditional classrooms, too.  Many teachers were stationed in their classrooms, offering details about their particular programs, optional or “interest courses,” and taking questions from next year’s Grade 9s and their parents/guardians.  Over 140 families visited Simcoe Composite that evening and left with a wealth of information about available high school programs; a bakery-grade cookie iced with the blue & white Sabre crest; and most importantly, with an in-person snapshot of just how awesome, welcoming, and caring the entire SCS community is!  



    Sabre cookie pic here


MAC Computer Lab  
Under the leadership of Mr. Lamers, the SCS MAC Lab is coming along, with eight computers currently available and two more on order.  It is our hope to order five more by the end of this school year and the remaining fifteen for 2022-23.
Looking Ahead 
Feb. 21 – Family Day holiday – enjoy it!
Feb. 23 – School Council Zoom meeting (6-7 pm); email Jennifer.ippolito@granderie.ca for a link
Feb. 24 – Grad Photo retakes; pre-book at www.bookmygrad.ca, school code is SIM
March 14 – 18 – March Break
Soccer – After a two-year hiatus, we expect to resume both the Boys & Girls soccer teams in March (games to begin in April).  Please listen to morning announcements for more information.
[image: ][image: ]
Keep Yourself Informed
To stay updated on SCS events, students and parents are encouraged to follow our social media pages: Instagram (scssabres & scs_studentco); Facebook (Simcoe Composite Excalibur & Simcoe Composite School Parent Community); and Twitter (@SimcoeSabres, @SCSStuCo, @ScSguidance).

                            
[bookmark: _Hlk95217176]IMPORTANT: Choose Next Year’s Courses Now!
Students are now completing the course selection process using the myBlueprint site.  Note: graduates /others not returning next year must still complete the “Not returning process” in myBlueprint.   
A step-by-step guide to the course selection  process is available on D2L under “Mrs. Robinson Guidance Office” (just scroll down).
To review course offerings for next year:  
Go to www.granderie.ca/schools/scs; select the “STUDENT SERVICES tab” then select “Courses at SCS 2022-2023”.  Here you will find a complete list of courses and descriptions.  Note: It is very important that students and parents/guardians take time to explore course descriptions and ensure pre-requisites will be met before making selections!
OR you may go into myBlueprint on the “High school plan” page under “COURSES.”
Course planning presentations offering specific information for each Grade are posted on the D2L “Mrs. Robinson Guidance Office” site to support students with their course selections.  
For further assistance, please contact: 
Current Grade 9 and 10 students?  Email Mrs. Busk at anne.busk@granderie.ca 
Current Grade 11 and 12 students?  Email Mrs. Robinson at pamela.robinson@granderie.ca 
Students must complete the course selection process by WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 23RD. 
Thank you for your participation in this very important educational process.
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