Welcome from Mrs. Lougheed






September 2017

Welcome to the start of a brand new year!  The Teachers and I are so excited to see you back and get everyone settled into their new classrooms.  We are glad you have returned to our community, and pleased to see many new faces joining us.  

September is a time to ensure all the planning we did in June is still applicable for September.  One of my main duties in September is to ensure our class sizes (which were perfectly set for Ministry guidelines in June) remain in compliance with Ministry mandate after new families register in September.   Last year I was so very grateful to families who understood when their child was asked to move from one classroom into another.   This is a task that is completed with a lot of thought and support; your understanding, if it is necessary, is very appreciated.

Join us for Meet the Teacher Night on September 19th, 5:30 – 7:00.  This will be an Open House style with some of our Community Partners setting up information booths.  Be sure to stop by the Library to see the new flexible shelving units; we continue to work on modernizing our Library in the style of a Learning Commons.

Welcome to our newest, youngest JK students!   
Even though our Junior Kindergarten students have come to a Welcome To Kindergarten program in June, starting school can be a wee bit overwhelming…. some of them are still 3 years old!  
Grand Erie practices the gradual entry program:    
      Senior Kindergarten (SK) students return to school Tuesday, Sept 5 and attend every day.       

      On Wednesday, half of the Junior Kindergarten kiddies will attend, and on Thursday the other half.

      Friday all of the JK and SK students will be in their classes. 
If you happen to be at school, you may notice many of the JK students wearing their
blue JLM t-shirts that welcome them as The Class of 2027!

Growth at JLM means new classes added

Yes, JLM continues to grow and has added a new Kindergarten Class (this class will be a maximum of 15 students and will not have an ECE), and a new Primary and Junior class too.  So far, we still fit in one building.

It is a pleasure to introduce teachers who are new to the school:  Mr. Whiton (Gr. 8), Ms. Breznicar(Gr. 7) and Ms. Campbell (Kindergarten) who returns to us, not as an Occasional Teacher but in a Contract position!  

Mrs. Bevaart and Mrs. Furtney are on Maternity Leave and we welcome teachers  Ms. McKnight (Gr. 1) and               Ms. Przednowek (Gr. 4).   We are so pleased to have these outstanding Teachers join our JLM Team!

JLM Staff  2017 – 2018

	Kindergarten:   Mrs. P. Smith,  


               Mrs. Rowntree and Ms. Smith, 



Ms. Campbell and Mrs. Jenkins

Grade 1: Ms. McKnight 
Grade 1/2:  Mrs. Newell

Grade 2:  Mrs. Ricker

Grade 2 /3:  Mrs. Kostelny

Grade 3 /4:  Mrs. Burnell

Grade 4:  Ms. Przednowek (Mrs. Furtney on Mat Leave)

Grade 5:  Mr. Shuttleworth

Grade 5 /6:  Mr. Metcalfe

Grade 7:  Ms. Breznicar

Grade 8:  Mr. Whiton


	Prep and LRT:  Mrs. Chambers and Mrs. Hagan

Primary Prep:  Mrs. Cowley 

Library:  Mrs. Hagan

French:  Mrs. Houwer

Autism Class:  Mrs. Corbett  

Education Assistants:  Mrs. Gloyd, Ms. Laidlaw,         

                            Mrs. Sullivan
Service Dog:  Garmin, the yellow lab
LD Technology Class:  Mr. Hill

Enrichment Class:  Ms. Cooke-Brown

Secretary:  Mrs. Murphy  (plus regular Pool Hours)

Custodians:  Mr. Parsons and Mrs. Sharples

Principal:  Mrs. Lougheed


	Congratulates to Mrs. Stone who has accepted a term position with Grand Erie as a Teacher Consultant.  

We wish her all the very best and know she will be great at helping teachers develop classrooms with highly effective Math Programs.


SAC Nomination forms and meetings 

The JLM SAC is very active in supporting school wide projects.  They have several large projects that continue from year to year (purchasing adult-sized, folding chairs for parents when attending school presentations; the Library renovation; community building / parent engagement projects) but will also start working on a new focus, a Playground Rejuvenation Project. 

Meetings are held monthly, with the first meeting on September 26th at 6:00 in the School Library.  

JLM parents are always invited to attend, however, if you wish to have a voice as a voting member of SAC or to be on the Executive, you are encouraged to complete and return the Nomination Form included with this newsletter.

New Requirements to Volunteer at a school go into effect Sept. 1

It’s been more than 10 years since the Ministry of Education introduced policies requiring Volunteers to obtain a Police Check before they could be involved with students at schools. At the time it seemed daunting, and yet now, 10 years later we don’t give it a second thought and are pleased that individuals who work with students have clean records. 
Starting September the Ministry requirements for Volunteers is to have 
· A Police Check (valid for two years) and
· Complete training to support individuals with disabilities to participate fully in school activities.

This training involves watching and understanding a video that introduces the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act. Volunteers can access the video and print a copy of their declaration that they have watched it (the print button is at the website under the video).  The declaration will be kept on file at the school, with your Police Check.

Access the video through the Grand Erie website at: 

“Granderie.ca” - “Community” (tab on top right) - “Volunteer” links are half way down the page by the 
blue wheelchair logo.  

We anticipate the link to be at the school website   [ granderie.ca/JLMitchener ] in the very near future.

Keeping in touch

1)   Grand Erie School Board has rolled out a program to enhance communication with  our community through effective school websites.  The JLM website is a place for you to go for breaking news (bus cancelations or weather bulletins that impact school closure) as well as our school community news and newsletters.  Think of granderie.ca/JLMitchener as the first place to check for information.

2)   Teachers use a variety of apps (classroom program or reminder news) and the student agenda (more personal or individual information) to communicate with parents.  See the class newsletters for details.

3)   Mrs. Lougheed invites all families to sign up for REMIND to receive school-wide information or  reminders.   Text:  778 402-1126 and Message:  @0a39f   (“ 0 “ is a #, not a letter).

October 5th is the SAC Fall Feast   Each year, SAC hosts the JLM Fall Feast, giving the entire school an opportunity to eat a meal together around Thanksgiving.  Students and Staff are invited to purchase a reasonably priced, traditional Thanksgiving meal or bring their own lunch to the celebration.  SAC provides drinks and dessert for each child in the school.  Forms will be coming home in a few weeks to order a student meal for $8, ($5 for Kindergarten).

Our thanks to SAC and their Volunteers for the work they do to support the JLM sense of community!

Agendas allow parents and teachers to communicate specific information about students in a timely manner.  Agendas are also the student’s first introduction to time management as it relates to school; this is a skill students are required to use more and more independently each year.  

Please purchase your child’s $5 Agenda from their teacher ASAP to start the year off right.

SchoolCash Online – all Student activities and food days are posted on SchoolCash

· Grand Erie School Board continues to use a payment system that allows parents security, and a easy way to track the activities you pay for for your child.  Students never lose money on the way to school and no one can take their money from them.

· SchoolCash Online is active in over 600 countries worldwide.  

· You may opt to link directly to your bank account to make payments OR transfer money to your account “Wallet” and pay directly from there (which may reduce your bank charges).  Either way, JLM never sees or accesses your account information!

· All school trips and food orders are posted on SchoolCash.  After signing up, you will be notified throughout the year, by SchoolCash, that there is an item that may be of interest for your child.  

· If you need access to a computer or assistance signing up, please contact the school.  We are happy to help!

· SchoolCash is like PayPal, but easier!    
· For information, see the SchoolCash card attached to this newsletter

Grand Erie District School Board focuses on Math and Mental Health in 2017-2018
GEDSB program development and training will focus on implementing strategies to support student Math and Mental Health.  Teachers will continue to receive Professional Development in these areas.

JLM continues to embrace the work of Jo Boaler in establishing norms for thinking about Math.  You can visit her on-line or YouTube for more information, but the highlights include establishing attitudes and beliefs that:

· all students can learn Math deeply,

· mistakes help our Math brains to grow when those mistakes are investigated and solutions understood,

· Math is about asking questions and solving problems,

· Parents can greatly impact a child’s belief in their ability to do Math; frequently our own hesitation is detected by the child and an harmful attitude that “everyone in our family has difficulty with Math” impacts the student’s belief in themself.  

The Mental Health strategies include four pillars:

- Recharge      Energize your mind, body and spirit.  Stay health and get active.

- Reach Out    Worried about a friend?  Yourself?  Go to an adult if you need help with a problem.

- Connect        Be kind.  Start a Conversation.  It’s the little things that count!

- Don’t Wait    Act now.  Talk to an adult.  If someone isn’t safe, get help right away!

Everyone has Mental Health.     Everyone’s Wellness is different.         How will you “be well”?

Check out   granderie.ca/bewell .

Local Crisis Lines are available 24 hours a day.  In Haldimand  REACH Crisis:  1.866.327.3224

JLM’s Canada 150 photo 

Students and Staff posed for a JLM Canada 150 photo in June.  A large copy of the picture is hung in our hallway for all to see.  In the picture we take the form of a Canadian maple leaf to honour Canada’s birthday, and celebrate the JLM pride to be living in this great country.

Copies of the picture are available for $15.  Please return your order and enclosed cash by Friday, September 22nd. 

----- -----  -----  -----  -----   -----  -----  -----  -----  -----  -----  -----  -----  -----  -----  -----  -----  -----  -----  -----  -----  ------- 
Please tear off and return to school with enclosed cash.

	I wish to order JL Mitchener’s Canada 150 school picture for our family

                                                     # of copies   ____________   x  $15  =    Total enclosed    _________________

Please send pictures home with my child  ____________________________________________  in  (teacher’s name)

 ____________________________________  class.


	JL Mitchener Daily Schedule


8:30

Playground Supervision begins
8:50

Bell rings to start our day
10:50 – 11:30  First Nutrition Break  (Students eat for 20 minutes then outside for 20 minute recess)

12:50 – 1:30 
Second Nutrition Break (20 minutes to eat / 20 minute recess outside)
2:00

Cut off time for phone calls to arrange end of the day pick up*
3:10 

Dismissal
*Help us help you!!! We receive a large number of phone calls changing pick up plans for students or delivering messages to students during the day. The last hour of school is a very busy time in the office and in classes. There have been times when we have not been able to deliver a message to a student in time and the result was confusion for parents and an unsafe situation for students. 
For these reasons, we ask parents to plan their child’s end of day pick up before they leave for school in the morning. If a change must be made, the call must be received, by the Secretary before 2:00 (do not leave the message on the answering machine). 

Please dress your child for the weather.

Students are brought in for recess during extreme weather, 
but they are outside for 20 minutes of earned activity break if at all possible.
	Upcoming Dates

September  
15  -  PD Day 



21  -  Meet the Teacher Night,  5:30 – 7:00



22  -  Money for JLM’s Canada 150 picture due



26  -  SAC meeting in Library, 6:00

October 
 2    -  Picture Day



 3    -  PA Day  

  

 5    -  Fall Feast



  8   -  Thanksgiving


	


~~~~~Tear off on other side~~~~~


A few safety reminders .... 
· !  Parents are asked not to let their child get out of the car in the parking lots. These areas are heavily used by 17 buses and cars each day. For safety sake, please let your child off next to a sidewalk, never in the parking lots. 
· !  Please do not bring dogs onto the school property. 
· !  Arriving late or leaving early? It is important to sign in / out at the office so we can ensure every child’s 
safety. 
· !  If your child is absent for the day, please call our Secretary, Mrs. Murphy, before 8:50, to let her know. 
She is required to call you if you don’t call her! Please be respectful of her time and leave a message on 
her answering machine first. 
· !  Wheels (bikes, scooters, rollerblades, etc) and hard balls are not safe on our playground area; bike 
racks are available by the front door. 
· !  Are you worried that the school may be closed for a Snow Day? Listen to CKPC radio for information 
OR sign up with our JLM Remind and Mrs. Lougheed will text you on a Snow Day? See information on 
Page 2 of this newsletter for instructions on how to sign up. 
· !  All busing information is handled by the Transportation department. Be sure to contact them if you 
have a change in address. 
· !  Check Bus Delays on the Board website OR sign up with Transportation’s message system to get Transportation information sent to your phone. 
· !  JLM is a Peanut Aware School, as are all schools in the Grand Erie Board. Peanut butter and all soy 
based spreads are not allowed in our school. With this policy we are best able to ensure students with 
peanut allergies are safe as Staff monitor eating during Nutrition Breaks. 
· !  Please consider the Insurance needs of your child(ren) and the insurance offer that is sent home each September.   While every precaution is taken to ensure student safety, accidents can happen. Parents are asked, annually, to indicate their insurance coverage before students are allowed to go on field trips. Please call Mrs. Lougheed if you have any concerns 

Message from Mrs. Lougheed and the Student Morning Announcements Team........ 
We want our students to know that they are recognized and celebrated at JL Mitchener. 
The Morning Announcement Team already wishes “Happy Birthday” to students on their special day, and “best wishes for happy holidays” that include Christmas, Easter, Aboriginal Heritage Day, Jewish holidays and Black Heritage month. 
More and more, JLM is becoming a wonderfully, multi-cultural community. Please tell us if there is another holiday your family celebrates and that your child would like to hear on the announcements. 

------        -------          --------               ----------           ---------         ---------          ---------          ---------           ------------
Tear off and return this portion of the newsletter to your child’s teacher:
Our family celebrates __________________________________________________________ on 

(Date) ____________________________    Child’s name:   ______________________________________ 

